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What  is  EQIP? 


The  Environmental  Quality  Incentives  Program 
(EQIP)  is  a new  voluntary  USD  A program  to 
help  farmers  establish  conservation  practices  to 
protect  soil,  water  and  other  natural  resources. 
EQIP  focuses  technical,  educational  and 
financial  assistance  primarily  to  farms  in 
locally-identified  priority  areas.  It  also  offers 
assistance  statewide  for  significant 
conservation  concerns. 

EQIP  offers  farmers  costsharing  and  technical 
help  to  install  or  implement  structural, 
vegetative,  and  management  practices  through 
5-  to  10-year  contracts. 

Other  USD  A programs,  such  as  the 
Conservation  Reserve  Program,  and  state  and 
local  programs  provide  additional  tools  for 
producers  to  care  for  our  private  lands  - a 
shared  commitment  between  public  and  private 
interests  to  solve  our  natural  resource 
concerns. 

What  Types  of 
Conservation  Practices 
Are  Eligible? 

Landowners  work  with  local  NRCS  or  county 
land  conservationists  to  develop  5-10  year 
contracts  providing  costsharing,  and  for  some 
practices,  incentive  payments  as  well. 

• grassed  waterways 

• filter  or  buffer  strips 

• manure  management  practices 

• sealing  abandoned  wells 

• conservation  tillage 

• many  more  structural  and  management 
practices 


Payments 

Landowners  can  be  reimbursed  for  up  to  75% 
of  the  cost  of  the  practices  needed.  Incentive 
payments  may  be  made  to  encourage  a 
producer  to  try  certain  land  management 
practices  such  as  nutrient  management,  manure 
management,  integrated  pest  management,  and 
wildlife  habitat  management.  These  incentive 
payments  may  be  provided  for  up  to  three 
years  to  encourage  producers  to  try  farm 
management  practices  they  may  not  otherwise 
use  without  the  program  incentive. 

Maximum  payment  is  $10,000  per  person  per 
year,  with  a $50,000  maximum  for  the  life  of 
the  contract. 


Who  is  Eligible? 

Any  person  who  produces  agricultural 
commodities,  including  livestock,  crops, 
orchards,  pasture  or  other  products,  and  who 
owns  or  controls  the  land,  is  eligible  to 
participate. 

Any  land  that  is  used  to  produce  agricultural 
commodities,  such  as  cropland,  pasture,  forest 
or  other  land  on  which  crops  or  livestock  are 
produced,  is  eligible. 

Large  confined  livestock  operations  (>1,000 
animal  units)  are  not  eligible  for  cost-sharing 
on  animal  waste  storage  or  treatment  facilities. 
However,  technical  and  financial  assistance  for 
other  resource  issues  may  be  available. 


Black  and  Little  Black 
Rivers  Watershed 


The  Black  and  Little  Black  Rivers 
Watershed in  Taylor  County  is  one  of  21 
watersheds  selected  this  year  as  an  EQIP 
priority  area  in  Wisconsin.  The  Black  and 
Little  Black  Rivers  EQIP  Project  will  be 
funded  at  $125,000  per  year  for  four  years 
starting  in  1998.  The  fifth  year  of  the 
project,  funding  is  expected  to  be  $25,000. 


Why  Participate? 

Landowners  in  Taylor  County  have 
expressed  .concerns  about  water  quality, 
pollution  of  the  Black  and  Little  Black 
Rivers,  wetland  protection,  manure 
management,  pesticides  getting  into  water 
systems,  erosion,  the  importance  of 
protecting  our  drinking  water,  and 
improving  wildlife  habitat.  This  project 
gives  you,  the  landowner,  the  opportunity  to 
address  these  concerns  on  your  land.  The 
success  of  this  program  is  in  your  hands,  as 
the  landowners  of  the  Black  and  Little 
Black  Rivers  Watershed. 


What  is  Our  Goal? 

The  overall  goal  is  to  reduce  the  sediment 
and  nutrients  flowing  into  all  receiving 
waters  in  the  Black  and  Little  Black  Rivers 
Watershed.  This  will  improve  our  water 
quality  and  habitat  for  fish  and  wildlife. 


Need  More 
Information? 

What  types  of  conservation  practices  are  you 
interested  in  implementing?  Contact: 

USDA  Service  Center 
925  Donald  St 
Medford,  WI  54451 

Natural  Resources  Conservation  Service 

715-748-4121ext.  202 

Farm  Service  Agency  715-748-4121  ext  201 

Taylor  County  Land  Conservation  Dept 

715-748-1469 


The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits 
discrimination  in  all  its  programs  and  activities  on  the  basis 
of  race,  color,  national  origin,  gender,  religion,  age, 
disability,  political  beliefs,  sexual  orientation,  and  marital  or 
family  status.  (Not  all  prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  pro- 
grams.) Persons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative 
means  for  communication  of  program  information  (Braille, 
large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  should  contact  USDA’s 
TARGET  Center  at  202-720-2600  (voice  and  TDD). 

To  file  a complaint  of  discrimination,  write  USDA,  Director, 
Office  of  Civil  Rights,  Room  326W,  Whitten  Building,  14th 
and  Independence  Avenue,  SW,  Washington,  DC  20250- 
9410  or  call  (202)  720-5964  (voice  or  TDD).  USDA  is  an 
equal  opportunity  provider  and  employer. 
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